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AN  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  IMPACT 

AND  EFFECTIVENESS  OF  SPECIAL  EDUCATION  SERVICES 

PROVIDED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  INSTITUTIONAL  SCHOOLS 

FOR  THE  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  STUDENTS  AT 

MASSACHUSETTS  HOSPITAL  SCHOOL 

DURING  THE  1986-87  SCHOOL  YEAR 


AN  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE  IMPACT  AND  EFFECTIVENESS  OF  SPECIAL  EDUCATION 
SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  INSTITUTIONAL  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE 
PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  STUDENTS  AT  MASSACHUSETTS  HOSPITAL  SCHOOL 
DURING  THE  1986-87  SCHOOL  YEAR 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  PROBLEM 


The  Bureau  of  Institutional  Schools  (BIS)  provides  extensive  resources 
to  provide  an  appropriate  education  to  150  physically  handicapped  young 
people  at  Massachusetts  Hospital  School.  Patients  are   admitted  to  the 
hospital  school  by  a  physician  based  on  medical  needs.  Once  patients 
are  admitted  it  is  the  responsibility  of  BIS  to  provide  the  resources 
for  an  educational  program  for  each  young  person  based  on  his/her  needs 
as  identified  in  an  Individual  Education  Plan. 

The  medical,  nursing  and  therapeutic  supports  provided  by  the  hospital 
staff  as  well  as  the  physical  setup  of  the  campus  contribute  signif- 
icantly to  making  daily  attendance  in  school  possible  for  these  young 
people  who  have  severe  physical  disabilities. 

The  educational  program  gives  the  patients  at  MHS  the  opportunity  to 
engage  in  student  life  in  a  school  setting  which  recognizes  his  need 
for  educational  and  social  involvement  with  other  age  appropriate 
young  people.  The  school  program  at  MHS  minimizes  the  difficulty  of 
attending  school  regularly  while  coping  with  complicated  medical  and 
nursing  procedures.  It  also  maximizes  the  opportunity  to  transcend 
the  role  of  patient  and  become  actively  engaged  in  student  life. 

Since  BIS  funds  502.10  prototype  for  students  residing  in  a  residential 
placement  due  to  physical  handicaps,  it  is  appropriate  that  substitive 
data  be  analyzed  to  determine  that  such  a  school  environment  results 
in  measurable  student  progress. 

The  findings  of  this  study  will  provide  evidence  that  the  extensive 

resources  provided  by  Bureau  of  Institutional  Schools  at  MHS  results 

in  significant  educational  progress  for  students  with  severe  physical 
disabilities. 

OBJECTIVES 

-  to  measure  the  progress  of  32  physically  handicapped  students  enrolled 
in  one  of  the  four  educational  programs  at  MHS  provided  by  the  Bureau 
of  Institutional  Schools. 

-  to  measure  the  accuracy  of  the  assessment  process  based  on  the  percent 
of  student  progress  in  the  I.E. P.  objectives. 


DEFINITION  OF  TERMS 


1 .   766  Regulations 


Chapter  766  of  the  Acts  of  1972  of  the  Comnronwealth 
of  Massachusetts.  The  comprehensive  Special 
Educational  Law  promulgated  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education  which  specifies  the  policies 
and  procedures  for  providing  educational  services  to 
special  needs  students. 


2.   Special  Needs 
Students 


A  child  who  because  of  temporary  or  more  permanent 
adjustment  difficulties  or  attributes  arising  from 
intellectual,  sensory,  emotional  or  physical  factors, 
cerebral  dysfunctions,  perceptual  factors,  or  to 
her/his  specific  learning  impairments  or  any 
combination  thereof,  is  unable  to  progress  effectively 
in  a  regular  education  program  and  requires  special 
education. 


3.   I.E. P. 


The  Individual  Educational  Plan  which  outlines  the 
student's  current  level  of  performance  and  inter- 
ventions required  to  meet  the  educational  needs  of 
a  student  as  described  through  a  multidisciplinary 
approach. 


4.   Team  Evaluation 


A  meeting  held  under  the  procedures  outlined  in 
the  Chapter  766  Regulations,  which  develops  the 
Educational  Plan  for  a  student's  educational 
program. 


Physically  Handi- 
capped Students 


All  students  enrolled  in  the  BIS  educational  program 
at  MHS  have  as  their  primary  diagnosis,  physical 
handicaps.  In  addition  many  of  these  students  have 
intellectual  impairment  and/or  neurological  deficits. 


Elementary 
Program 


Students  ages  9-15  who  currently  are  enrolled  in  the 
BIS  educational  program  at  MHS.  Each  student's 
program  is  based  on  his/her  individualized  educational 
plan. 


High  School 
Vocational 
Program 


Students  16-22  currently  enrolled  in  the  BIS 
educational  program  at  MHS.  The  emphasis  of  their 
program  is  preparation  for  competitive  employment 
or  employment  in  a  sheltered  workshop.  Each  student's 
program  is  based  on  his/her  individualized  educational 
plan. 


8.  High  School 

Language  Based 
Program 


Students  ages  16-22  currently  enrolled  in  the  BIS 
Educational  program  at  MHS.  The  emphasis  in  this 
program  is  communication,  life  skills,  functional 
academics.  Each  student's  program  is  based  on 
his/her  individualized  educational  plan. 


9.  High  School 
Academic 
Program 


Students  16-22  currently  enrolled  in  the  BIS  educational 
program  at  MHS.  Each  student  is  following  a  modified 
traditional  high  school  academic  program  in  which 
he/she  receives  credits.  The  usual  high  shcool 
subjects  are  taught.  Each  student's  program  is 
based  on  his/her  individualized  educational  plan. 


10.  Language/ 

Communication 


Skills  required  to  comprehend,  process,  or  express 
thoughts,  feelings  and  needs/ receptive  and 
expressive. 


11 .  Functional/Pre/ 
Academics 


Skills  needed  to  apply  academic  concepts  to  every 
day  life  situations  and/or  prerequisite  skills 
required  for  the  completion  of  academic  tasks. 


12.  Functional  Life 
Skills 


Skills  required  to  live  an  independent,  productive 
and  fulfilling  life  in  the  community,  at  the  maximum 
level  of  the  student's  ability  (i.e.  leisure,  time 
skills,  independent  living  skills,  community 
experience,  general  information.) 


13.  Pre/Vocational 


Skills  required  to  perform  tasks  of  a  vocational 
nature  and  the  application  of  these  skills  in  both 
simulated  and  real  work  environments. 


14.  Language  Arts 

15.  Math 


Skills  needed  to  effectively  read,  write  and  spell. 


Skills  required  to  effectively  complete  and  apply 
math  concepts  and  operations. 


16.  Science/Nutrition 


Skills  needed  to  understand  and  apply  basic  science 
concepts  (i.e.  weather,  horticulture,  biology.) 


17.  Social  Studies 


Skills  required  to  understand  current  events,  historical 
and  geographical  concepts. 


18.  Career  Education 


Skills  required  to  effectively  function  in  the  world 
of  work. 
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19.  Socialization      Skills  required  to  function  in  relation  to  other 

persons,  in  a  variety  of  settings. 


20.  Computer         Skills  required  to  utilize  appropriate  software, 

and  enter  and  retrieve  data. 


METHODS  AND  PROCEDURES 


The  766  Evaluation  process  is  coordinated  by  the  Evaluation  Team  Liaisons 
at  Massachusetts  Hospital  School.  Evaluations,  goals  and  objectives  are 
completed  by  representatives  from  the  disciplines  involved  with  the 
student's  educational  program.  The  results  of  the  assessment  process 
are  documented  in  the  student's  Individual  Educational  Plan  (I.E. P.) 

Each  student  is  assessed  on  an  annual  basis  through  this  team  process. 
At  the  time  of  this  meeting,  each  discipline  reviews  the  progress  the 
student  has  made  in  achieving  the  curriculum  objectives  established  in 
the  preceding  year's  I.E. P.,  and  new  goals  and  objectives  are  established 
Both  parents  and  LEA's  are  well  represented  at  these  meetings.  In  the 
school  year  1986-87,  81%  of  Massachusetts  Hospital  School  parents 
attended  these  meetings,  and  86%  of  LEA's. 

This  study  was  designed  to  record  individual  student  progress  in  each 
objective.  The  progress  data  was  collected  from  the  most  recent  fourth 
quarter  progress  report.  The  date  for  the  most  recent  fourth  quarter 
varied,  depending  on  the  date  of  the  last  I.E. P.  meeting.  Data  was 
collected  and  analyzed  to  provide  a  measure  of  the  effectiveness  of 
Mass.  Hospital  School/BIS  educational  programs  and  services. 


SAMPLE  SELECTION 


The  subjects  used  in  this  study  consisted  of  32  students,  8  students 
were  selected  from  the  4  program  areas;  Elementary,  High  School 
Language  Based,  High  School  Vocational,  and  High  School  Academic. 
Students  were  randomly  selected  from  86-87  class  lists.  Students 
were  included  in  the  study  if  they  had  a  completed  fourth  quarter 
progress  report.  No  other  controls  were  placed  on  sample  selection. 


SAMPLE  CHARACTERISTICS 


Massachusetts  Hospital  School  operates  for  the  benefit  of  physically 
handicapped  children.  A  complete  range  of  medical,  therapeutic,  nursing, 
recreational  services  dre   given  by  Public  Health  in  addition  to  the 
educational  services  provided  by  Bureau  of  Institutional  Schools. 

The  seriousness  and  complexity  of  the  conditions  facing  the  students 
are  manifold.  Myelodysplasia,  Spinal  Cord  Injuries,  Traumatic  Brain 
Injuries,  Cerebral  Palsy  and  Muscular  Dystrophy  are  the  more  prevelant 
disabilities  that  are  dealt  with  at  MHS.  The  vast  majority  of  the 
population  are  multiply  disabled.  Ninety-six  percent  (96%)  of  the 
students  are  in  wheelchairs.  Eighty  percent  (80%)  of  the  students  are 
severely  language  impaired.  Many  of  our  students  are  non  speaking  and 
communicate  by  means  of  a  communication  board  and/or  through  electronic 
augmentive  communication  systems. 

At  present  the  150  students  range  between  age  8  and  22.  The  majority  of 
our  students  are  adolescents.  The  median  age  is  17  years. 

The  multiple  physical  disabilities  of  the  students  are  the  primary  reason 
for  the  students'  referral  to  the  Hospital  School  and  this  results  in  their 
attendance  at  Margaret  Brayton  School  at  MHS.  This  is  a  restricted 
environment  without  the  benefits  of  mainstreaming.  The  conclusions  of 
the  study  indicate  that  this  school  environment  maximizes  school 
attendance  and  therefore  contributes  to  the  educational  success  of  the 
students  in  an  environment  where  essential  nursing,  medical  and  therapeutic 
support  systems  are  provided. 

It  is  imperative  in  this  environment,  restricted  by  medical  necessity, 
that  all  disciplines  cooperate  with  the  school  in  providing  community 
experiences  for  the  students.  This  is  given  prioritized  attention  and 
is  evidenced  by  the  Work/Study  programs,  particularly  in  the  off  campus 
jobsites  as  well  as  by  educational  field  trips  and  interdisciplinary 
community  experience  activities.  The  89-313  funded  Student  Independent 
Living  Experience  for  students  fifteen  years  and  older  is  another  example 
of  an  outreach  program  at  MHS. 


FORWARD  TO  TABLES  AND  GRAPHS 


Eleven  (11)  tables  are  included  in  this  study.  Table  1  is  an  overview 
indicating  a  numerical  breakdown  of  the  number  of  goals  and  objectives 
considered  for  the  total  sample  (32  students)  and  for  each  of  the  four 
educational  programs  at  MHS  (8  students  sampled  in  each  program.)  The 
four  educational  programs  are  Elementary,  Academic  High  School,  Language 
Based  High  School  and  Vocational  High  School.  Table  1  contains  a  summary 
statement  by  indicating  the  percent  of  objectives  with  progress  in  the 
total  sample  as  well  as  in  each  program. 

Tables  2-6  indicates  the  rank  ordering  of  goal  areas  by  number  of  objectives 
written  for  each  goal.  Table  2  is  for  the  total  sample;  tables  3-6  are  for 
each  of  the  four  programs. 

The  percentage  of  progress  made  in  each  goal  area  is  given  in  table  7  for 
the  total  sample  while  tables  8-11  give  percentage  of  goal  area  progress 
in  each  of  the  four  programs. 

Three  graphs  are  included  in  this  study: 

Graph  1  indicates 

I.E. P.  objectives  by  percentage  in  each  of  the  four  programs 
as  well  as  the  total  sample  according  to  the  four  standards 
of  measurement  used  in  this  study: 

Met    Partially  Met    Not  Met    Not  Addressed 

Graph  2  indicates 

A  comparison  of  the  percent  of  objectives  for  which  there  was 
measurable  progress  with  the  percent  of  objectives  for  which 
there  was  lack  of  measurable  progress  or  was  not  addressed. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  in  this  graph  the  percent  of 
progress  or  lack  of  progress  is  indicated  by  combining 

Met  and  Partially  Met  Objectives  and 
Not  Met  and  Not  Addressed  Objectives 

Graph  3  highlights  across  the  entire  sample  the  percentage  of 
measured  progress  in  each  of  the  eleven  goal  areas. 


Table  1  indicates  the  average  number  of  objectives  and  percent  of  progress 
for  each  student.  The  average  number  of  I.E. P.  objectives  per  student 
was  47,  divided  among  7  goal  areas.  Approximately  95%  progress  was 
recorded  for  each  student,  indicating  progress  in  44  objectives. 
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Graph  I  illustrates  the  percent  of  IEP  objectives  met  by  the  BIS  Mass. 
Hospital  School  students.  Each  of  the  four  school  programs  are  represented 
individually  and  then  as  a  total  sample. 

In  terms  of  student  progress:  if  a  goal  was  recorded  as "met1  or "partially 
mef'the  student  showed  some  measurable  progress  or  growth  toward  the 
objective.  "Not  met"  indicates  that  the  student  did  not  demonstrate 
measurable  progress  toward  the  objective.  "Not  addressed" indicates  that 
the  objective  was  not  worked  on  because  prerequisite  skills  were  not 
accomplished,  or  skill  was  already  met  in  a  previous  quarter  and  did 
not  need  to  be  addressed. 

The  significance  of  Graph  I  is  that  there  is  a  marked  imbalance  between 
"met"  and  "partially  met"  objectives.  This  suggests  that  teachers  are 
writing  goals  that  are  too  ambitious,  particularly  in  the  area  of  a 
one  year  time  line.  Learning  is  obviously  taking  place  as  indicated 
by  the  relatively  high  percentage  of  "partially  met"  objectives.  The 
objectives  therefore,  are  not  inappropriate  but  rather  are  too  ambitious. 
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Graph  2  combined  "met"  and  "partially  met"  objectives  to  demonstrate  an 
overall  rate  of  measurable  progress  at  95%  of  IEP  objectives  while  only 
5%  of  objectives  failed  to  promote  student  progress  or  were  not 
addressed. 
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Table  2  organizes  the  objectives  in  rank  order  according  to  the  frequency 
the  objectives  appear  in  each  goal  area.  Each  school  program  is  represented 
individually  because  some  of  the  IEP  goals  were  different  among  school  programs. 
In  the  overall  study  Language  Arts,  Functional/Pre-Academics,  Pre-Vocational/ 
Vocational,  and  Language/Communication  appeared  most  often  as  educational  goals. 
As  can  be  assessed  in  the  Charts  3  to  6,  the  4  goal  areas  listed  above  are  the 
most  frequently  listed  goals,  in  addition  to  math  in  the  High  School  Academic 
and  Vocational  Programs.  The  High  School  Language  Based  Program  also  included 
Functional  Life  Skills  as  a  frequently  occurring  goal. 


RANK  ORDERING  OF  GOAL  AREAS  BY  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTIVES 


Table  2 


TOTAL  SAMPLE 


Goal  Areas 

Language  Arts 

Functional/Pre  Academics 

Pre-Vocational/ Vocational 

Language/Communication 

Math 

Social  Studies 

Functional  Life  Skills 

Socialization 

Science/Nutrition 

Career  Education 

Computers 


Rank 

Order 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

RANK  ORDERING  OF  GOAL  AREAS  BY  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTIVES 


Table  3 


Elementary 

Language  Arts  1 

Math  2 

Social  Studies  3 

Language/Communication  4 

Science/Nutrition  5 

Socialization  6 

Functional/Pre  Academics  7 

Functional  Life  Skills  8 


RANK  ORDERING  OF  GOAL  AREAS  BY  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTIVES 


Table  4 


High  School /Language  Based 

Functional/Pre  Academics  1 

Language/Communication  2 

Functional  Life  Skills  3 

Socialization  4 

Pre  Vocational/Vocational  5 


RANK  ORDERING  OF  GOAL  AREAS  BY  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTIVES 


Table  5 


High  School/Vocational 

Pre  Vocational/Vocational  1 

Functional/Pre  Academics  2 

Career  Education  3 

Language  Arts  4 

Social  Studies  5 

Math  6 

Science  7 

Language/Communication  8 


RANK  ORDERING  OF  GOAL  AREAS  BY  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTIVES 


Table  6 


High  School /Academic 

Language  Arts  1 

Pre  Vocational/Vocational  2 

Math  3 

Social  Studies  4 

Computers  5 

Science  6 

Functional  Life  Skills  7 

Career  Education  8 


Graph  3  and  Table  7  illustrate  the  percentage  of  progress  made  in  each 
goal  area.  The  goals  are  listed  in  rank  order  for  the  overall  study 
sample  as  indicated  by  the  data.  Students  made  significant  progress 
in  all  I.E. P.  goal  areas  (92-100%). 

Each  school  program  is  also  represented  in  Tables  8-11.  These  tables 
indicate  the  rank  order  of  percent  of  progress  of  I.E. P.  goal  areas 
for  each  program. 

The  findings  in  these  tables  (7-11)  and  Graph  3  indicate  that  measurable 
learning  is  taking  place  in  all  goal  areas  for  the  school  population  at 
MHS  although  these  programs  are  quite  diversified. 


<u> 


'& 

^ 

PM 


*IH±ndWCD  o 

o 


NOIJLim.fi  N   o 

aDNaiDs  © 


■—-—————— 


<U 


^ 


Nouvonaa    §n 
>iaayv3 


4? 

<L> 

-a -S3 

in      w 

I 

I 

I 

IS 

4-> 

a 


saiarus  avioos  on 

On 


saaiMs  Hjn  on 
avNoiXDNnj  os 


NOUVDINnWWOD     ^ 

aovnoNva  on 


si*iv  aovnoNva  g> 


H1VW     ro 

ON 


NOLLVZI1VI0OS     ri 

ON 


avNonvooA-a^d    £,* 

ON 


S3IWaC1V3V-3>l<l      £j 

-avNoiioNna   on 


■  ■■■■■ 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

ON 

00 

t- 

NO 

•o 

«t 

ro 

o 


SS3UDCMd  dO  30V±N33>lHcI  % 


RANK  ORDER  OF  GOAL  AREAS  BY  PERCENTAGE  OF  PROGRESS 


Table  7 


Total  Sample 

Science/Nutrition  1 

Computers  1 

Functional  Life  Skills  2 

Social  Studies  2 

Career  Education  2 

Language  Communication  3 

Language  Arts  4 

Math  5 

Functional/Pre  Academics  6 

Pre  Vocational/Vocational  6 

Socialization  6 


RANK  ORDER  OF  GOAL  AREAS  BY  PERCENTAGE  OF  PROGRESS 


Table  8 


Elementary 

Science/Nutrition  1 

Functional  Life  Skills  1 

Language  Arts  2 

Social  Studies  2 

Language/Communication  3 

Math  4 

Functional/Pre  Academics  5 

Socialization  5 


RANK  ORDER  OF  GOAL  AREAS  BY  PERCENTAGE  OF  PROGRESS 


Table  9 


High  School  Language  Based 

Language/Communication  1 

Functional  Life  Skills  2 

Socialization  3 

Pre  Vocational/Vocational  4 

Functional/Pre  Academics  4 


RANK  ORDER  OF  GOAL  AREAS  BY  PERCENTAGE  OF  PROGRESS 


Table  10 


High  School  Vocational 


Functional/Pre  Academics 

Language  Arts 

Social  Studies 

Math 

Science 

Language 

Pre  Vocational/Vocational 

Career  Education 


2 

3 


RANK  ORDER  OF  GOAL  AREAS  BY  PERCENTAGE  OF  PROGRESS 


Table  11 


High  School  Academic 

Computers  1 

Science/Nutrition  1 

Functional  Life  Skills  1 

Career  Education  1 

Social  Studies  2 

Language  Arts  3 

Pre  Vocational/Vocational  4 

Math  4 


SUMMARY  IMPLICATIONS  AND  CONCLUSIONS 


This  study  indicates  that  educational  interventions  for  the  students 
in  this  study  were  successful  in  achieving  growth  in  95%  of  the 
objectives  established  through  the  766  Assessment  Process.  Another 
factor  contributing  to  student  achievement  is  that  this  severely  handi- 
capped population  was  able  to  attend  school  on  an  average  of  174  days 
out  of  the  180  days.  This  high  rate  of  attendance  is  possible  by  the 
support  services  that  the  educational  program  receives  from  the  medical, 
nursing  and  therapeutic  staff  at  MHS.  Students  often  return  to  school 
within  one  week  after  a  surgical  procedure.  The  educational  aspect  of 
a  student's  life  means  normalcy  for  that  student  and  being  able  to 
attend  school  adds  immeasurably  to  self  esteem  as  well  as  one's  sense 
of  accomplishment. 

The  groupings  of  students  within  the  four  programs  is  a  strong,  cont- 
ributing factor  to  the  success  of  the  educational  program.  Over  the  past 
four  years  BIS  resources  have  been  increased  and  Special  Education 
teachers  have  replaced  elementary  and  secondary  school  subject  teachers. 
An  immediate  result  of  increasing  appropriate  specialized  staff  has 
been  in  the  area  of  the  Individual  Education  Plan  and  the  processes  it 
encompasses.  The  result  of  this  study  indicates  that  individual  goals 
and  objectives  written  in  the  I.E. P.  along  with  careful  planning  in 
groupings  allows  a  student  to  be  successful  in  a  dynamic  classroom 
setting  with  peers  of  his  own  age. 

The  results  do  suggest  that  there  is  need  for  an  improved  ratio  between 
objectives  that  are  met  (12%)  and  those  that  are  partially  met  (83%). 
Further  investigation  will  be  done  with  the  staff  at  MHS  through  the 
four  curricula  committees  which  correspond  with  the  four  programs. 
Reasons  need  to  be  identified  for  the  imbalance  between  met  and  partially 
met  objectives.  Once  the  reasons  are  identified  corrective  measures 
will  be  taken  to  correct  this  imbalance. 

There  is  a  very  high  percentage  of  achievement  in  all  eleven  areas 
(92-100%).  Given  the  demands  based  on  student  needs  different  objectives 
are  prioritized  in  each  program.  This  indicates  that  BIS  resources  are 
being  well  utilized  to  meet  the  educational  needs  of  a  very  diverse 
population  within  the  total  student  body  of  150  young  people  between 
the  ages  of  9  and  22  years  of  age. 

The  high  achievement  percent  of  each  of  the  four  educational  groupings 
at  MHS  is  strong  evidence  that  the  curriculum  changes  which  the  BIS 
administration  and  staff  have  developed  over  the  past  five  years  have 
resulted  in  all  students  making  progress  according  to  need.  This  is 
particularly  noteworthy  when  it  is  recognized  that  five  years  ago  there 
was  one  program  in  operation  at  MHS  and  that  can  only  be  characterized 
as  a  traditional  academic  program  with  cosmetic  adaptations  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  physically  handicapped  as  Special  Needs  students. 


Both  in  the  elementary  and  high  school  programs,  the  academic  model 
continued  to  prevail.  Innumberable  accommodations  continued  to  be 
made  for  the  increased  number  of  cognitively  impaired  physically 
handicapped  students  which  made  up  the  present  student  body. 

The  focus  of  the  expanded  programming  was  on  life  skills,  functional 
academics  and  vocational  training.  With  four  years'  experience  of 
operating  the  alternative  programs  as  well  as  the  traditional  academic 
program  with  modifications  to  accommodate  the  physically  handicapped, 
evidence  is  strong  that  individual  students  in  each  of  the  four  programs 
are  making  substantial  progress.  The  high  percentage  of  goals  met  and 
partially  met  indicates  that  the  curriculum  is  serving  the  needs  of  this 
widely  diversified  population. 

The  BIS  staff  provides  direct  service  to  all  the  students  in  the 
educational  program  at  MHS.  This  year  consultation  services  are  to  be 
added  to  have  the  staff  produce  a  written  curriculum.  With  the  addition 
of  BIS  adding  the  consultation  services  to  the  direct  service  already 
effectively  operating,  it  can  be  reasonably  predicted  that  a  similar 
study  two  years  hence  will  indicate  continued  growth  in  more  defined 
goal  areas  with  appropriate  objectives  for  a  school  population  which 
becomes  increasingly  more  severely  handicapped  each  year. 

This  study  is  strong  evidence  that  BIS  is  able  to  consistently  deliver 
appropriate  education  and  promote  progress  through  the  I.E. P.  process 
and  a  curriculum  designed  for  this  focused  population. 


